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and the profiteer as benevolent lunatics forcing the
world rapidly forward!
For instance, Ireland would never have had its
splendid linen industry had not the English weavers
succeeded in getting through an act prohibiting the
weaving of wool in Ireland. We should not have had
beet sugar had not the growers of cane felicitated
themselves too ardently upon being the sole sources
of sugar. Just about the time that the knight in
armour had become impregnable from human as-
sault and half a dozen well-mounted knights could
t
clean up several thousands of unplated citizens, in
fact, when they had reached such a point of impreg-
nability that the only way for indignant vassals
to get even was to trap the warrior whole and leave
him in his can until he died, gunpowder came along
and knighthood ceased to flower.
The appositeness to the present situation in the
world of industry is that, while at the present time we
are faced with a purely temporary unrest, founded
mainly upon an economic delusion that something
may be had for nothing, when we do get around to
brass tacks again there are going to be considerably
more jobs than there are people to fill them. We
shall then be nationally faced with the choice of find-